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the doctor, which, your highness had so happily
framed in your thoughts, and which the landgrave of
Hesse was so pleased with ? Become of it, says the
duke, it is a good thought enough, but it is impos-
sible to bring it to pass among so many members of
the protestant princes as are to be consulted with,
for we neither have time to treat, nor will half of
them dare to negotiate the matter, the Imperialists
being quartered in their very bowels. But may not
some expedient be found out, says the doctor, to
bring them all together to treat of it in a general
meeting ? It is well proposed, says the duke, but in
what town or city shall they assemble, where the
very deputies shall not be besieged by Tilly or
Wallestein in fourteen days time, and sacrificed to
the cruelty and fury of the emperor Ferdinand?
Will your highness be the easier in it, replies the
doctor, if a way may be found out to call such an
assembly upon other causes, at which the emperor
may have no umbrage, and perhaps give his assent ?
You know the diet at Frankfort is at hand; it is
necessary the protestants should have an assembly
of their own, to prepare matters for the general diet,
and it may be no difficult matter to obtain it. The
duke, surprised with joy at the motion, embraced
the doctor with an extraordinary transport. Thou
hast done it, doctor, said he, and immediately caused
him to draw a form of a letter to the emperor, which
he did with the utmost dexterity of style, in which
he was a great master, representing to his imperial
majesty, that in order to put an end to the troubles of
Germany, his majesty would be pleased to permit
the protestant princes of the empire to hold a diet
to themselves, to consider of such matters as they
were to treat of at the general diet, in order to con-
form themselves to the will and pleasure of his im-